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Your guide to asking questions at Council.
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INTRODUCTION

At Epping Forest District Council
we aim to put people first in all
that we do. We are committed to
encouraging local democracy,
improving communication and
making our services more
accessible. One of the ways we
do this is by allowing the public
to ask to ask questions at
Council meetings.

At Council meetings, your
guestion may be answered by
one of a number of officer
holders including Cabinet
Members, Committee Chairmen
or the Chairman of the Council.

WHO MAY ASK A QUESTION?

The following people are entitled
to ask a question at Council
meetings:

e Anyone who lives in the
district

e Anyone who works in the
district

e Anyone who owns or operates
a business in the district.

e Anyone who uses any of the
Council's services.

WHAT MATTERS CAN BE THE
SUBJECT OF QUESTIONS?

We wish to encourage public
participation and will try to
answer questions even if they
are not strictly Council business
but are of concern to local

people. As such, general
questions relating to any aspect
of the Council's business may be
accepted. The role of local
government has been increased
considerably over the years and
the District Council now provides
or has an involvement with, the
following:

o Traditional services such as
housing, planning, leisure,
highways, traffic management
and environmental health.

o Other matters such as
economic development 'green
issues crime and disorder and
issues affecting young and
older people.

e The well-being of the local
community, including matters
we deal with in partnership
with other agencies such as
Essex Council Council, the
health service, the Police,
voluntary business sectors,
and transport.

WHAT IF | AM UNSURE
WHETHER MY QUESTION IS
VALID?

Most Council services are dealt
with by Cabinet members.
Cabinet members have specific
responsibilities for groups of
related activities. It is likely
therefore that your question will
be answered by a Cabinet
Member. However, your question
could be given to another
Councillor if it is not a Cabinet
matter.



The Democratic Services Team
at the Council, is available to
answer any questions you may
have about the public questions
procedure.

The Team can advise you about
the wording to use, whether the
question is valid under the
Council's procedure and who
should answer your question. If
the question is valid they will also
be able to advise you of the
arrangements for dealing with
your question at the Council
meeting.

The public also has the option to
ask questions at Cabinet
meetings. If you wish to do so,
please refer to the Council's "Ask
the Cabinet" leaflet.

WHAT MATTERS ARE
EXCLUDED?

There are restrictions on what
will be accepted. For practical
reasons, each person or
representative of a
person/persons is/are limited to
two questions at any one Council
meeting.

Because Council meetings are
busy, a total of 15 minutes has
been set aside to deal with
guestions. Questions falling
under the following categories
are specifically excluded from
consideration:

e Matters clearly outside the
Council's area of
responsibility.

e Questions relating to specific
planning applications or
individual complaints.

o Issues of detail which might
be more appropriately
answered through other
means.

e Questions relating to an
individual or individuals.

e Where an answer is likely to
lead to the disclosure of
confidential information or
where disclosure would be
contrary to the public interest.

e Questions which might be
regarded as offensive,
mischievous or provocative.

¢ Instances where the question
is the same or very similar to
any question put to the
Council in the previous six
months.

Complaints are dealt with under
the Council's Compliments and
Complaints procedure. A
separate leaflet is available from
the Council on how to pursue a
complaint.

HOW WILL THE QUESTION BE
DEALT WITH AT THE COUNCIL
MEETING?

The public questions session will
normally be one of the first items
dealt with at the Council meeting.
Usually questions will be asked
in the order they were received.
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