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) 1. INTRODUCTIDN.
5. Conclusians. e —
1.1 This Supplement has been published separately from the main Roding |
R Valley District Plan Study Report, hut'forms background material to ‘
Figures X con & the preparation of the Roding Valley District Plan in the same way
11 Village Conservation Area.
1. features of the Chigue.

as the ather ressarch work outlined in the main report.

1.2, Four supplements have been published, each ane dealing with a specific
area, within the Plan area as & whole, where it is intended that
proposals and policies will b2 shoun at a smaller scale in the Draft
Plan to be published in 1981, This supplement should, however, be

. . Tead in conjunction with the main Study Report, since most of the

ered by the Supplements are only outlined in




Conservatiaon Areas
———o 20N _Areas

1.3. Conservation Areas were first introduced under the 1967 Civic Amenities
wintAct.~ 'Under this act,.:local authdrities. ware encouraged to determine
:n;-quhichjpartszof‘théipfaréa were qﬁiépecifihﬁarchitectural or historic
abiit cinterest, -the character of whichThés7worth3préééfuiné and enhancing,
-.grand to designate 'such:areas:as Conservation”Areas? These provisions
were. later reenacted. in the.1971 Town and Country Planning Act.
DLty T L e ANy Jitiiryzeoansn R TE
l.d.rwrpqiur'to”lgﬁ?, planning~legislation had:emphasised the'conservation of
indiuidual,buildings.r Whilst the.ldcal authority coéuld, under general
planning powers, consider the effects of develepment propasals on the
r~ci character of SUrrnUnding'areasﬁinu'sﬁaps'hédfﬁbeﬁ‘tékaﬁ to. give
,“nr:.particulaerrdtectidn;to'afeas'ofiarcﬁitéctufbl7briﬁisturic interest.
v ich-Lonsequently,: many impoitant*féatufasfwéré'Ibst‘andhthe‘Character of
... many areas.changed complately.rbecause. ths loc 1" abthority -lacked the
- Powsrs.to: resist.’such change..q * .. c. .- SR N
DLAMT 0 LG L Maa e e o L T P TTIES A B B
1.5.  The introduction of Conservation Area legislatibn: therefore represented
for the first time a formal recognition in law af the need to protect
ICJ;ijnot_only_indiuidualibUildings,thttalsu groups of buildings;s the -
netdovyerelationships uf'buildihgs;tofeachmnthsr,*thaAQualityaand character of
-taiithe spaces batwesh buildings'and the relationshipiof buildings to their
setting,.... . v, " et : o

o Y

1.6.5-: Conservation Areas-may.be centred on listed buildings, but afe not ..
‘salways so,.and they may..include opsen spéces,wtreésﬁuéhciéht\monuments
.and other features. 8f. interest: Sl UYRE AT o, e
S P N o T BT ALAL N EITRECTS . IR IR S
1.7 fSince;19744ths.protactinﬁ.given*ﬁc Conservation. Areas has been
riinu-reinforced in two_ways, Firstly anyone ‘wishifg'to demolish'a building
dr Jinja.Conservation: .Atea (whether_thatabuildiﬁﬁ is listed'or ndt) must
ﬂw»apply.ﬁgr'Listed.Building,consent;-’Sacdndly,fanyona‘mishingitc alter
4. orcut-doun 3 tree in a Canservation Area,:must givé the local
authority six weeks notice of their intentinnspgso-fhatvthgbauthurity
may decide whether to make a Tree Preservation Order in selected cases,
where the removal or alteration of such tress would erode ths character
of the area.

-

1.8. The designation of a Conservation Area is only a statemert of intent
and in preparing proposals for the preservation and enhancement of
Conservation Areas, the loecal authority may wish to use cther pouwers
available to them, such as planning conditions, and the use of powers
under the various highway acts,

2. Policies for Conservation Areas

2.1. . Since 1974, the power to designate Conservation Areas has been the
joint responsiblity of the District and County Councils. Essex County
Council, in addition to providing specialist advice on the protection
of Conservation Areas, has made finance available for the preservation
and maintenance of listad buildings and towards expenditure incurred

2.2. Present Essex County Council policy is detailed in the submitted County
Structure Plan and seeks to ensure that within Conservastion Areas, 2ll
these buildings, open spaces, trees, views and other aspects of the
environment which go to make up the character of such places will be
protected and enhanced.




2.4,

2.5.. .
-assistancetig}sqmetimesLgivenwfuriparticular aspects of cohservation
_f;qmgother,bqg193qsuchvas‘the Civic Trust, .the Historic” Buildings

2.6..

PN
+

‘In‘édditioﬁ thé Strudﬁurehﬁlan seté-outfpulicieé'for the. design,

position, size, scale-and.the use of materials in.new dévelopment
prnposals“within_anseruation.Areas'and.specificuraférence is made
to the particylarly sensitive nature.of: timber . framed buildings.
The County Council has also produced aiseries of leaflets.on
different aspects of conservation, including one which gives
guidance on Cangervation Areas, their purpose, designdtion, and -

details of financial assistance that 'is available.. ik
. . . . r
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- T : ao S Co R .
Epping FopestLDistrict~Gauncil-and'Essék;Cnunty.Councibthave been

very. active in.the designation and.promotion of Conservation: Areas.
There are;now 'a,total of fourteen such arsas within the..District of

-~uhich;tuo,nChigugll¢Uillage,zaninurkiHill are .within the’ Roding

Ualléy District Plan area. EppingyForest District Council has
provided financial assistance towards buildings in beth of these

R et
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Congservation;Areas.:;cf -3 : -~
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In addition to théwfinénce.tﬁaf_iﬁabuailéble from*local authorities,

[N B

B

Council for England and the Department of the Environment.. °

Although a .general;statement-on Consetvatioh Area policy ‘was’ made
. by the District:iCouncil in its documént:'Looking to the' Futdre'

published in 1977 the Council has . not7so.far provided detailed
guidance for the Conservation Areas as a whole, in respect of

~development controlypolicies and policiés ‘for the preservation and
..enhancement_Dfnthess:areag.-
Valley District Plan provides on opportunity to look in.detail at

Howsver, the preparation of the Roding

the \problems and possibitities- of both Chigwell “Willage and:York
Hil} Conservation;areas, to iproduce land uses allocations' and to

provide firm:guidance...i .. . R O R ¥
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Chiqwell Yillage Conservation Arog

" Chigwell Village Conservation Area, the buundéries of which are shown

on Fig. 1, was designated by Essex County Council in 1969, The Area
has as its axis the Chigwell High Road (A113) and extends from

Belmont Lodge in the south, as far as the entrance to Chigwell Lodge in
the nerth.

Well over half of the buildings within the Conservation Area are listed,
either as individuasl buildings, Oor in groups as in the case of the
cottages to the north of thE Church on the west side of the High Aoad.
The Church is listed as Grade 8 ecclesiastical, and there are a further
ten statutory listed buildings’ and six lucally_listed buildings in the

with Charles Dickéns;:.Ur;ginally constructed in the Seventeenth Century
the Inn, which has since undergone extensive renovation and rasfbration,

~ Opposite the Kings Head is'St.'Mary's‘Church. Built in the Twelth

Century the original fabric now forms the south aisle, the chancel and
the west tower, The south door dates from this time, and the south aisle
has a fine medieval timbered roof.

Other listed buildings within the Conservation Area include the
Seventeenth Century Chiguwell Grammar School, and to the north a group of

- dwellings which have been locally listed, mainly from the Eighteenth

Century, some of brick and others of painted weatherboarding.

It is the architectural and historic quality of the buildings and the
landscape that these buildings create that give the Chiguell Yillage

Conservation Area its character, a character which is now suffering from
damage and decay.

Problems and Bpportunities within the Conservation Area

along the High Road. This has caused dirt, damage, noise and a general
lowering of environmental quality.

The selution te the problem lies in some form of traffic restriction

on the A113. It is hoped that when the M25 link is completed in the mid
1980s then much of the regional orhital traffic will use this route,
relieiving the area of much of the heavy vehicle flow.

In the meantime, the District Council and the County Council have
decided to make a thorough investigation of the heavy vehicle problem
across the whole district with a view to seesing what measures can be
taken to restrict these vehicles, with the use of weight er width
restrictions or the possible re-routing of traffic. The A113 has been
identified as a number one priority case by this Council and the




4.4

4,6

Situated close to the Grange Farm Centre the Conservation Area.is both
seen and used by many tourists. The general damage done by traffic has
left the area in need of improvement. Fig. 1 indicates some of the
features which are in disrepair, and these include walls, fences,
hedgerows, and plots of land., It is uniikely that any financial
assistance will be available for improvement schemes by the District
Council in the next few years, and until the traffic flows are reduced
through the area there is little to encourage voluntary improvements.
The Roding Valley District Plan could, however, include information on
the Conservation Area, try and encourage voluntary action to improve
the Area, and co-ordinate the efforts of other. agencies. such as the
County Council, the Department of the Environment, and the Civic Trust.

Furthermore, the Plan will be able to make specific  allocatioans for the
use of land to ensure that vulnerable sites do not suffer from
unsympathetic change. This could be hacked up by firm development
central policies on éitihg,ldesign and uge of materials, were
development to bgfallomed on spetific sites..

The southsrn and northern boundaries of the Conservation Area as they
now stand do not follow any identifiable feature on the ground, and in
its present form the Area includes some recent development which does
not merit incldsion within a Conservation Area. Fig. 1 indicates
amendmeﬁts.which could be made to the Conservation Area boundaries to

make the Area more easily identifiable.

Conclusion
it tr L

The main problem in the area is the intensity of traffic along the A113
and the decline in environmental guality that this traffic creates.
Allied with this is the need for improvement of several features in the
Area. Though finance is unlikely to be forthcoming from Local
Authority sources in the immediate future, the District Council could
promote the improvement of the area through voluntary action and
co-ordinate the efforts of and finance from other interested bodies.



